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(54) Dispensing unit for a toilet cistern 

(57) A dispensing unit 1 1 for a cistern subject to periodic flushing includes: an outlet from the unit through 
which material to be dispensed is supplied; a reservoir 12 of material to be dispensed in discrete doses; and a 
dispensing shuttle 20 which acts to dispense a predetermined measure of material from the reservoir to the 
outlet each time a flushing action occurs. Typically the dispensing shuttle contains a chamber 23 
corresponding in volume to the predetermined measure and is displaceable between a first position wherein it 
is in communication with the reservoir and isolated from the outlet, and a second position where the chamber 
is isolated from the reservoir and communicates with the outlet. Preferably the shuttle is connected to a 
container which has been filled, in whole or in part, by water supplied from the cistern but is not immersed in 
water in the cistern acts to draw the shuttle from the first to the second position to enable material in the 
chamber to flow into the container; the container containing a bleed means whereby liquid in the container 
can pass out of the container into the cistern. 
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At least one drawing originally filed was informal and the print reproduced here is taken from a later filed formal copy. 
The claims were filed later than the filing date within the period prescribed by Rule 25(1) of the Patents Rules 1995 



A dispensing unit for a cistern subject to periodic flushing including: 

an outlet from the unit through which material to be dispensed is 
supplied; 

a reservoir of material to be dispensed in discrete doses; and 

a dispensing shuttle which acts to dispense a predetermined measure of 

material from the reservoir to the outlet each time a flushing action 

occurs 

A dispensing unit as claimed in Claim 1 wherein the dispensing shuttle 
contains a chamber corresponding in volume to the predetermined measure 
and is displaceable between a first position wherein it is in communication 
with the reservoir and isolated from the outlet, and a second position where 
the chamber is isolated from the reservoir and communicates with the outlet. 

A dispensing unit as claimed in Claim 2 wherein the shuttle is connected to a 
container which has been filled, in whole or in part, by water supplied from 
the cistern but is not immersed in water in the cistern acts to draw the shuttle 
from the first to the second position to enable material in the chamber to flow 
into the container; the container containing a bleed means whereby liquid in 
the container can pass out of the container into the cistern. 

A dispensing unit as claimed in Claim 3 including a resilient biassing means 
acting on the shuttle so that with the container substantially empty the biasing 
means acts to restore the shuttle from the second position to the first and to 
maintain it in the first position. 

A dispensing device as hereinbefore described with reference to and as 
illustrated in Figures 1 to 5 of the accompanying drawings. 



